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followers were driven out of the country, who roamed about
in a helpless condition until they made their final halt in old
Airyana Vaejo which had been destroyed by Ice in a former
age when Yima had been its ruler, and so named probably
to donote the original place where the Ormuzdian religion
had been first propagated, preached and practised undisturbed.
This land, therefore, was given precedence over all other lands,
and regarded as Paradise, when compared with Hapta-Hendu,
from which the Iranians had been driven out, and for which
they no longer entertained any love, in as much as it was peopled
by their inveterate enemies, the Vedic Aryans, We may,
accordingly, conclude that the naming of Hapta-Hendu
towards the end of the list, as given in the first Fargard of
the Vendidad, does not indicate that the Iranians emigrated
from their northern home and came to Sapta-Sindhu at the
end of their migrations, Such a theory would be against
the conclusions at which all impartial students and critics
must arrive after a careful study of the Vedas and the Zend
Avesta.
Secure in this earthly paradise, and free from molesta-
tions, Zarathustra began a thorough-going reform of the old
religion as professed by the votaries of Ahura Maxda,- The
following extracts from Yasna 12 of the Avesta will un-
mistakably indicate the line of reform: " I cease to be a
Deva worshipper. I profess to be a Zoroastrian Mazdayasna
(worshipper of Ahura Mazda), an enemy of the Devas, and a
devotee to Ahura, ...I forsake the Devas, the wicked, bad,
false, untrue, the originators of mischief, who are most
baneful, destructive, the basest of all beings,..I am a Ma2da-
yasna, a Zoroastrian Mazdayasna* I profess this religion by
praising and preferring it to others/1 *
The Zoroastrlans forsook not only the " wicked and
false " Devas, but also the Soma sacrifice which characterized
the Vedic Aryans of Sapta-Smdhu. G&thd Ahnnamiti
1    0r. Haug's Religion oftkv Parstes, p, 165, Ed. 1862,